
Sunday, August 2, 2020

Living a Life of Faith pt. 2 

Last week we saw how to build a house of faith.


1. Don’t depend on you.


2. Cry out to God.


3. Run from evil.


4. Put God first in your life.


5. Check yourself by God’s word.


6. Listen to the Holy Spirit.


7. Rest in God’s love.


Good Reputation Before GOD


'Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we 
cannot see. Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good 
reputation. By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s 
command, that what we now see did not come from anything that can be seen.’ 
~ Hebrews 11:1-3 

We will now see a list of people of faith that had a good reputation before GOD, why 
that is important hopefully will become clear by the end of the message.


READ Hebrews 11:4-39a 
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1. Strip Off Every Weight


'Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the 
life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin 
that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set 
before us. ‘ ~ Hebrews 12:1


What keeps you from following Jesus? Do you have other priorities in your life that take 
precedent? If he is the beginning (Alpha) and the end (Omega) in your life, he is King, 
he is Lord, he is Life, and all in between, then what could possibly be more important? 
“Especially the sin that so easily trips us up”, is there sin in your life that keeps you 
from diving into Jesus, into faith?


2. Keeping your eyes on Jesus


'We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and 
perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s 
throne. Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won’t 
become weary and give up. ‘ ~ Hebrews 12:2-3 

Jesus is the standard, he is a role model, but like we saw last week, he enables, he 
enacts and effects the change in our lives. Our faith is initiated and perfected in him. 
Look at what Jesus did, why he did it. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the 
cross. Jesus was looking at our salvation, at his throne of glory, and our being with 
him. So should we look at our salvation and his throne of glory, and our being with him.


3. Remember God is treating you as His own Child


'For the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each one he accepts 
as his child.” For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best 
they knew how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might 
share in his holiness. No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! 
But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are 
trained in this way.’ ~ Hebrews 12:6,10-11 

How much do you love your child? How much do you want them to be happy, to 
succeed in growing up and being fruitful, healthy, satisfied, loved and finding their 
purpose and fulfilling it? Do you correct them, when they are wrong, when they hurt 
themselves with poor decisions, do you guide them, “doing the best you know”? You 
might get it wrong here and there, but God’s discipline is always good for us!
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